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It has been wonderful to walk around 
school over the past few weeks and 
observe how beautifully our students 
are settling into the new school year. 
Our focus these first few weeks has 
been on building a positive learning 
climate. This enables us to set up the 
year ahead by setting the 
expectations and environment which 
we work together to maintain 
throughout the year. 
 
Starting the 26

th
 February students 

across the school will be focusing on 
persuasive writing during their writing 
sessions. Families who were part of 
the Springs last year will remember 
our large focus on writing throughout 
the year. This will continue to be a 
focus for 2018 as students 
consolidate their skills.  
 
School Council 
We have seen lots of interest 
throughout the nomination period for 
the School Council and will 
announce the 2018 School Council 
members in the next newsletter. 
Some parents have opted to 
nominate for school council while 
others prefer to help out the parents 
group. If you are interested in 
helping out throughout the year 
please let the office know.  
 
 

Compass 
As mentioned in the last newsletter, 
Pakenham Springs is now using 
Compass. If you have misplaced 
your login letters please contact the 
office. On Compass you will be able 
to monitor and log absences, view 
upcoming events, give consent and 
pay for excursions and contact your 
classroom teacher should you need 
to get in contact. More features will 
become available as the year 
continues.  
 
Yard supervision  
Whilst there are often staff present 
at Pakenham Springs PS from 
approximately 7.30am to 6pm each 
day, they are not on duty for all of 
this time. Students are supervised in 
the yard before and after school 
from 8.45-9.00am and then from 
3.15-3.30pm. If you need to drop off 
or pick up your children outside 
these times please use the Out of 
School Hours Care program. Please 
visit the OshClub website for further 
information.  
 
 

Kerryn Baillie 
Principal 
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NOTICES DISTRIBUTED 

The following notices have been distributed over 
the  last fortnight.  If you missed them copies are 
available from the school office or the school’s 
web site:  www. pakenhamsprings.vic.edu.au 
 
 

Junior School 
07/02/18  Prep Photos 
16/02/18  House System at Pakenham  
   Springs 
 
 

Middle School 
15/02/18  Year 3—Term 1 homework 
 

 
Senior School 
NIL 
 
Whole School 
05/02/18 Classroom Helper information 

session 
12/02/18 House T-Shirts 
 
Other: 
02/02/18 District Swimming Tryouts—

Select students 

COMING EVENTS 

The following events are scheduled for the 
next few weeks.  Make sure you are aware 
of the ones which are applicable to you. 
 

Monday 5th March: 
 Easter Raffle Tickets distributed 
 
Wednesday 7th March: 
 Year 6 Buddy Breakfast 
 
Friday 9th March: 
 Interschool Sport—Away  
 
Monday 12th March: 
 Labour Day Holiday 
 

 

___________________________________________ 
 
 

TERM DATES 2018 
TERM 1 
Wednesday 31st January– Thursday 29th March  
(Labour Day Holiday—Monday 12th March) 
 

TERM 2 
Monday 16th April 2018 – Friday 29

th
 June 

(ANZAC Day holiday —Wednesday 25th April) 
  
TERM 3 
Monday 16th July 2018 - Friday 21st September 2018 
  

TERM 4 
Monday 8th October 2018 - Friday 21st December 
2018 
 
 

CAMPS, SPORTS AND EXCURSIONS FUND (CSEF) 
2018 

The Education Department will continue to offer CSEF 
(Camps, Sports and Excursion Fund) for families who are 
entitled to a Health Care or Pension Card. 
 

If you hold a current Health Care or Pension Card and 
would like to apply for CSEF please see the ladies in the 
office. 
 

Please note these funds can ONLY be used for School 
Camps, Sports or Excursions.  If you have any questions 
please do not hesitate to contact the school. 
 

HOW TO APPLY 
Contact the school office to obtain a CSEF application form 
or download from www.education.vic.gov.au/csef 
 

NEW FOR 2018 
If you applied for the CSEF at your child’s school in 2017, 
you do not need to complete an application form in 2018 
unless there has been a change in your family 
circumstances. 
You only need to complete an application form if any of the 
following changes have occurred: 

 New student enrolments;  your child has started 
or changed schools in 2018 or you did not apply in 
2017. 

 Changed family circumstances;  such as a 
change of custody, change of name, concession 
card number, or new siblings commencing at the 
school in 2018.  
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PREP, YEAR 1 AND YEAR 2 
NEWS 

YEAR 3, 4, 5 & 6 NEWS 

What a fantastic start to the year we have had 
to date at Pakenham Springs. It has been a 
pleasure getting into classrooms over the last 4 
weeks, working with students and seeing how 
they have settled into their new classes.  
 

The first three weeks of the year have seen a 
real emphasis on creating a positive classroom 
climate through reinforcing our school 
expectations, routines and most importantly, 
our four basic beliefs, which of course are: 
 

 Everyone has the right to learn 
 Everyone has the right to be safe 
 Everyone has the right to be treated in a 

friendly and caring manner, and 
 Everyone has the right to have their 

property and belongings treated with 
respect 

 

These beliefs underpin our daily operations at 
Pakenham Springs and all students will be very         
familiar with them by now. 
 
We have had some special guests through 
already this year who have commented on the 
calm and orderly environments on show in our 
classroom as well as the students’ enthusiasm 
for learning. This is a fantastic tribute to all staff 
and students at ‘The Springs’. 
 

Now that these strong learning climates and 
high expectations are established, this week 
has seen a greater emphasis being placed on 
teaching the key curriculum areas. As 
expected, students have really taken this in 
their stride.  
 

It never ceases to amaze me how well our 
teachers work in collaborative teams at 
Pakenham Springs, in ensuring that strong 
programs are created that will address the 
learning needs of all students. Having been 
working particularly closely with the Prep, Year 
One and Year Two teams, this is certainly 
evident again in 2018.   
 

I am incredibly excited about 2018 and what it 
will bring at Pakenham Springs and very proud 
to be acting in the position of Assistant 
Principal. 
 

As we move out of Summer and into Autumn, 
hopefully we will begin to see the weather cool 
off just a fraction. I wish everyone a wonderful 
two weeks ahead. 
 

Take care 
 

Danny Forster 
Acting Assistant Principal, Prep, Year One and 
Year Two 
 
 

What a busy fortnight it has been 
in our Middle and Senior School! 
 

First of all, I’d like to thank all of 
those parents who were able to make it to 
our Classroom Helpers Information Session. 
It was lovely to see so many parents eager 
to help out in classrooms beyond our Junior 
School. Building these strong home-school 
links is so important in ensuring our 
students are connected and supported 
throughout their school years. 
 

The first 3 weeks of the school year at 
Pakenham Springs is dedicated to building 
an effective learning climate within the 
classroom. Research shows that using this 
time to build strong relationships, between 
teachers and students as well as with 
families, leads to increased student learning 
and engagement throughout the year by 
maintaining a consistent and positive 
environment.  

 
The work being done in our 
classrooms at the moment 
includes revising the procedures 

for lining up and moving around our school, 
as well as daily pack up and Reception time 
procedures. Having a set process to follow 
with these everyday tasks allows the focus 
to be on learning throughout the day. We 
are also re-visiting our Keys to Success and 
investigating how Resilience, Persistence, 
Organisation, Getting Along and Confidence 
can help us become successful learners.  
 

Our classes are also producing 
their Learning Plans at the 
moment. These set out clear 
expectations and are an agreed-
upon set of learning conditions for the 
classroom. This year our Middle and Senior 
students are presenting their work on the 
Learning Plans to the younger students. 
There’s quite a bit of excitement around the 
creation of media clips and other ways of 
presenting their work!  I can’t wait to see the 
finished products! 
 

 
Have a great week ahead! 

Renee Cotterell 
Year 4, Year 5 & Year 6 Assistant Principal 
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IMPORTANT REMINDERS 

MOBILE PHONES 
Students and parents are reminded that all 
mobile phones  brought to school by 
students are to be signed in at the office 
each morning, and collected by the student 
after school.  Please remind your children of 
the policy. 
 

BIKES AND SCOOTERS 
Students riding both bikes, skateboards and 
scooters to school MUST wear a helmet.  
For the safety of parents and younger 
children using the footpaths around the 
school, all bike, skateboard and scooter 
riders must disembark whilst on the 
footpaths around the school and walk into 
the school ground.  This is a safety issue as 
we have many pedestrians, small children 
and visitors to the school at these times. 
 

Students caught riding their bikes through 
the school grounds will have one warning, 
and if the behaviour persists then a phone 
call home will be made. 
 

AFTER SCHOOL RECREATION IN THE 
PLAYGROUND 
We encourage our local school community 
to use our playground after school.  It is 
good to see such active participation in 
basketball, cricket and physical play on our 
equipment.  We would however ask that if 
you are in our playground after hours you 
treat our property respectfully.  The rules of 
safety apply after hours so it is not 
reasonable to be on top of play equipment 
that you would normally not be allowed on. 
 

As adults it would be great if you could help 
us ensure that we can keep this privilege.  
Please report any misuse of the playground 
facility. 
 

Over the past couple of weeks we have had 
some secondary students on our roof.  They 
have been warned that the police will be 
called should they do this again.  If you see 
anyone on the roof of the school please 
report this to the Pakenham Police.   
 

LOST PROPERTY 
Please name your child’s school uniform.  
The students are very good at finding items 
of clothes and bringing them to the office, 
however if unnamed it is difficult to find an 
owner amongst nine hundred students!  All 
named items are returned directly to the 
classroom. 
 

RUBBISH 
As the students already know, we are fanatical 
about rubbish in the yard.  Please talk with your 
child about the importance of putting rubbish in 
the bins.  If you can help reduce the amount of 
wrappers coming to school by using a lunchbox 
or smaller plastic container, this would be 
greatly appreciated.  Please lead by example 
and pick up rubbish in our yard.  Children watch 
and emulate the adults around them. 
 

INSURANCE OF ITEMS BROUGHT TO 
SCHOOL 
Parents are reminded that the Department of 
Education does not hold insurance for personal 
property brought to schools and it will not pay 
for loss or damage to such property.  This 
means that if a child brings something to school 
which is then subsequently stolen or misplaced, 
the school is not liable for replacing this 
property.  As such, parents need to consider 
carefully what items (i.e. mobile phones, 
computer games, ipods, bicycles, skateboards, 
scooters etc) that students bring to school.  
Many household insurance policies allow 
parents to nominate “multi risk” items which are 
taken out of the household.   
 

OFFICE HOURS AND APPOINTMENTS 

To ensure that parent’s enquiries and issues 
can be addressed adequately, I remind parents 
of the times that our office is open.   
 

Reception will be open from 8.15am to 4.30pm 
each Monday to Thursday and 8.15am to 
4.00pm on a Friday.  During this time the office 
staff will be able to answer telephone and over 
the counter enquiries. 
 

Parents are also reminded that it is vital that 
they contact the office to make an appointment 
if they require an issue to be followed up by a 
member of staff.  While we have an open door 
policy, we also have many professional 
commitments after hours. 
 

It is vital that  appointments are organised so 
that the time required can be allocated to the 
issue being discussed. We greatly appreciate 
your understanding that staff are busy with other 
duties which make it impossible to always be 
able to accommodate meetings without prior 
arrangement.  We are all here to make school a 
great place to be and we all want the best for 
your children.  Please be patient if you cannot 
see us immediately. 
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Each newsletter we will highlight 

what a class from the school has 

been learning. 
 

This week students from S36 

discuss what they have been 

learning. 

Senior School S36 is sharing the 

learning taking place in our 

class….. 

Over the past couple of weeks, S36 have been 

busy setting our classroom up for a positive year! 

We have been getting to know each other and 

building new relationships by competing in team 

challenges, pairing up to create ‘warm and fuzzy’ 

compliment flowers and sharing information 

about ourselves from our ‘All About Me’ and ‘My 

Life in Numbers’ tasks.  

 

We have focused on revisiting our Basic Beliefs 

and our Keys to Success and have examined 

ways in which we can ensure we follow these at 

all times. We understand that these make us 

successful learners and respectful people! 

 

This week we have been using the 5-steps to 

writing process to begin creating an 

autobiography that includes the main events/

details from our lives. We are looking forward to 

publishing these and putting them on display for 

others to read! 

 

We have all really enjoyed the beginning of our 

first year in Senior School and are looking forward 

to setting positive examples for the younger 

students in our school. 
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Each newsletter we will highlight what a 

class from the school has been learning. 
 

This week students from M19 

discuss what they have been learning. 

Middle School Cameron is sharing 

the learning taking place in our 

class….. 

In M19 we have been learning all 

about our brain! We have learnt that 

our brain is like a muscle and we can 

exercise our brain by embracing 

challenges and learning new things. 

We have been learning to have a growth 

mindset. If we change our words and the way 

we think, then we can change our mindset and 

train our brains to think more positively when 

overcoming challenges. 

“I have a growth mindset 

because I see mistakes as 

a good thing. They help 

me learn.” - Claire 

“I have a growth mindset 

by trying new things I’ve 

never done before and 

by facing challenges” - 

Lina 

“I have a growth mindset 

by doing challenges and 

learning new things.” - 

Raymond 

“I have a growth mindset 

by facing challenges with 

a good attitude.” - Jack D 
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We have also been learning about 

what it means to be an awesome 

classmate by following our school’s 

beliefs and using our keys to success. 

We are all looking forward to having a 

successful year in M19! 



 

 

PAGE  10                                      PAKENHAM SPRINGS……….a learning community 

 

 

CAMPS, SPORTS AND EXCURSIONS FUND (CSEF) 
FACT SHEET 
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Program Update 23/02/2018 Pakenham Springs OSHCLUB 

  
Hello everyone, 
  
It has been very busy at the service over the last couple of weeks with the numbers 

growing at both Before and After School care which is fantastic to see and we thank you 

for your ongoing support. 

 
  
  
Over the past weeks we have had lots of interest in the animals and this has led to 

activities based around this interest. The children have created an "Amazing Animal 
Facts" wall. In line with the National Quality Framework, our program is based around 
the needs and interests of the children and this is what guides us when we are planning 
and programming for the weekly activities.  
 
How do we do this?  
This information is gathered through daily observations, conversations with children, 
families and teachers, enrolment information and group meetings with the children. We 
value your input, so if you have any ideas or skills that you would like to share with us 
please feel free to pop in and chat with us. 
  
Over the coming weeks we will be working on creating a "Wall of Fame" with the 
childrens’ photos, updating our birthday display and  flying into space! 
  
At the moment our recycled supplies are looking low so if you have any items such as 

wood, boxes, cardboard, material scraps and unwanted clothes suitable for dress ups 

 etc they would be greatly appreciated. 
  
We are also always on the look out for any new ideas for afternoon tea so if you have 
any family favourite recipes that you would like to share we would love to hear from you. 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

OSHClub News 
Before School / After School Care Program  
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Just a few reminders 

  
Please be aware the children are required in Term 1  to wear a wide brim/bucket or 
legionnaire hat to participate in outdoor play. 
 
  

Please ensure that your child/children have a spare hat in their bag or 
feel free to bring one to leave at the service.   Please ensure that their 

name is clearly marked on their hat. 
  
Please ensure that your account details are up to date. It is a requirement that there are 

3 contact details on your account in case of an emergency. If you have changed 
employment, moved house or changed phone numbers, it is very important that these 

details are up to date to enable us to contact you or your emergency contacts should we 

need to. 
  
Where are they ???? 

  
It would also be much appreciated if your child is not going to be attending ASC that you 
either cancel them on line or send a text to the service mobile on the following number 
0438 564 038.  This saves a lot of time when signing the children in, in the afternoon and 

means that we do not have to go through the process of contacting families, or in the 

event of not being able to contact you, having to put our missing child policy (contacting 
police) into place which we are required to do within  30 minutes of being unable to 
find your child. 
  
Cheers, Linda,  Angela and Courtney 

  
Coordinator: Linda Pettiford 
Assistants: Courtney Dodson, Angela McLochlan 
Program phone: 0438 564 038 
OSHClub Head Office: 03 85649000 
 
All families must be enrolled to attend the program, remember this is free to enrol! Please create an account 
online at www.oshclub.com.au—all bookings and cancellations can also be managed via your online 
account.  For on the day bookings please contact the Coordinator directly at the program. 

  
  

OSHClub News 
Before School / After School Care Program  

http://www.oshclub.com.au

