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Buddy Breakfast
Fostering positive relationships with our
senior students is something we take very
seriously at the Springs. Part of our work
with our Year 6 students is our Buddy
Program. Each staff member has at least
one Year 6 buddy. Buddy’s were
announced last week and I enjoyed my first
visit with mine as we had a casual meet up
to get to know each other. Once a term we
hold a Buddy Breakfast before school.
These are a great way to connect with our
buddies and enjoy a sausage and juice
together.
School Council
As you will be aware we have held School
Council nominations over the past few
weeks. We have not needed to hold an
election this year and we are able to
welcome the following members to our
School Council.
Staff Representatives:
Renee Cotterell
Jennifer Bradford
Parent Representatives:
Tania Campanelli
Jarni Sewell
Lauren Pedri
Our first meeting of the new School Council
will be held on Tuesday 20th March—
7.00pm. At this meeting positions will be
filled and we will let you know who our
President and Vice President will be.
Parent Communication
During the week you would have received,
via Compass, our process around ‘Parent
Communication’. Each year we redefine
our roles within the school based on our
whole school goals and who is employed.
As always your child’s classroom teacher is
your first port of call. If your problem is not
resolved please outline your query in an

email to me and I will make sure the
correct person is assigned to work with
you to support your child.

Our
school
email
address
is:
pakenham.springs.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
or a letter through the office is acceptable
for this. Thank you for your support in
following this process and helping us
provide the best care possible for your
children.
Working with Children Checks
Our Working with Children Check policy
(volunteers) requires a WWC if you are
assisting on a camp, excursion, reading or
any other school volunteering activity.
This became law last year. If you don’t
have one you will not be able to assist and
we don’t want this! If you already have
one, please bring it to the office and we
will make a copy and keep it on file. If you
don’t have a WWC, then please follow this
link to apply online:
http://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/
home/applications/apply+for+a+check/
There is no charge for the Volunteer
WWC. Thank you for your support.
Coles Sports for Schools
Thank you to everyone who has been
collecting the Coles Sports for Schools
vouchers at our office. We are collecting
them so that our school may receive new
sports equipment. Vouchers are valid up
to 4th May 2018. Thank you for collecting
and thank you to our many parents who
have been helping us
collate them.

Kerryn Baillie
Principal
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NOTICES DISTRIBUTED
The following notices have been distributed over
the last fortnight. If you missed them copies are
available from Compass or the school’s web site:
www. pakenhamsprings.vic.edu.au
Junior School
06/03/18
09/03/18

Reminder Prep-Year 2 Japanese
Incursion
Prep Nursery Rhyme day

Middle School
NIL

05/03/18
06/03/18
07/03/18
09/03/18

Photo permission forms
Gastrointestinal Illness
information
Easter Raffle Tickets distributed
Mobile March
Parent Communication
Fun Run information

Other:
NIL

Monday 12th March:

Labour Day Holiday
Friday 16th March:

P-2 Japanese incursion

Wednesday 21st March:

Term One Open Afternoon and Community
Picnic
Thursday 22nd March:

Out of Uniform—Gold Coin Donation
Friday 23rd March:

Easter Raffle Tickets due back
Thursday 29th March:

Last day for Term 1—2.30pm finish

CAMPS, SPORTS AND EXCURSIONS FUND (CSEF)
2018
The Education Department will continue to offer CSEF
(Camps, Sports and Excursion Fund) for families who are
entitled to a Health Care or Pension Card.
If you hold a current Health Care or Pension Card and
would like to apply for CSEF please see the ladies in the
office.
Please note these funds can ONLY be used for School
Camps, Sports or Excursions. If you have any questions
please do not hesitate to contact the school.
HOW TO APPLY
Contact the school office to obtain a CSEF application form
or download from www.education.vic.gov.au/csef
NEW FOR 2018
If you applied for the CSEF at your child’s school in 2017,
you do not need to complete an application form in 2018
unless there has been a change in your family
circumstances.
You only need to complete an application form if any of the
following changes have occurred:

New student enrolments; your child has started
or changed schools in 2018 or you did not apply in
2017.

Changed family circumstances;
such as a
change of custody, change of name, concession
card number, or new siblings commencing at the
school in 2018.
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The following events are scheduled for the
next few weeks. Make sure you are aware
of the ones which are applicable to you.

Tuesday 20th March:

Prep Nursery Rhyme Parade

Finance and School Council Meetings

Senior School
NIL
Whole School
26/03/18
02/03/18

COMING EVENTS

First day for Term 2:

Monday 16th April 2018
___________________________________________
TERM DATES 2018
TERM 1
Wednesday 31st January– Thursday 29th March
(Labour Day Holiday—Monday 12th March)
TERM 2
Monday 16th April 2018 – Friday 29th June
(ANZAC Day holiday —Wednesday 25th April)
TERM 3
Monday 16th July 2018 - Friday 21st September 2018
TERM 4
Monday 8th October 2018 - Friday 21st December
2018

____________________________________
We acknowledge and
pay respect to the
Wurundjeri people of
the Kulin Nation, and
their Elders, as the
Traditional Owners of
the land on which the
School stands.
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PREP, YEAR 1 AND YEAR 2
NEWS
It’s hard to believe that we are already six
weeks into Term One and there are just
three more weeks until Easter! Whilst six
weeks may not sound like a lot, we have
managed to achieve a lot.
In 2018, we are continuing to build upon the
work we did around Writing in 2017. The
first four weeks saw the whole school focus
on Personal Writing. Our first
writing
displays for the year are now up and they
look fantastic. I strongly encourage parents
to go for a walk and look at the writing that
has been taking place. We have now
moved onto Persuasive writing, with the
support of course of Springy, Gary Green
and Rosie Red. The excitement around
Writing is still very evident across the
school.
In Numeracy across the Junior School, we
have seen a real emphasis on counting and
place-value.
These are very important
skills and concepts to have mastered
before looking at concepts like addition and
subtraction which will come in later terms.
This week marks the first full week for our
Prep students, who are now attending on
Wednesdays as well. All Prep students
appear to have made a seamless transition
into school which has been exciting to see.
The Junior School are also very excited
about our Japanese incursion which will
take place next Friday, March 16th that
Miss Breadon has been busy preparing.
I will be taking Long Service Leave next
week, as I travel over to Western Australia
for a wedding and to take in the sights. I will
be back at Pakenham Springs on Tuesday,
March 20th.
I look forward to hearing about all of the
fantastic learning that has taken place upon
my return.
Take care

YEAR 3, 4, 5 & 6 NEWS
What a busy fortnight it has been in our
Middle and Senior School!
The best part of my job is
when I get to go around
and visit classrooms and
see the awesome learning
taking place. It’s wonderful
when I ask students about
their learning and they are
able to not only articulate
their WALT and WILFs, but they explain the
purpose and relevance of their learning task
as well. Seeing their faces as they beam
with pride - having mastered a skill or piece
of knowledge that they didn’t previously
know, really does make my day!
Over the past two weeks, I
have
seen
students
‘switching their brains on’
with logic puzzles in the
morning and I have seen
others using their task board
to show their progress
through the writing process.
The level of engagement
and focus on learning makes me proud of
all of our ‘Springers’!
Make sure you get into
the school over the next
couple of weeks and have
a look at the fabulous
writing display boards the work that our students
have done on their
Personal Writing really
looks great! See them
quickly before they’re
changed over - persuasive pieces coming
up next!
I hope to see lots of families at our Open
Afternoon and Community Picnic coming up
in week 8!
Have a great week ahead!
Renee Cotterell
Year 3 - 6 Assistant Principal

Danny Forster
Acting Assistant Principal, Prep, Year One
and Year Two
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IMPORTANT REMINDERS

Parent communication
Dear parents and guardians,
In recent weeks, we have had an influx of phone calls requesting meetings with
members of the Principal Class Team. Our Principal, Kerryn Bailie, and Assistant
Principals, Renee Cotterell and Danny Forster are not always available for parent
meetings due to their busy schedules, nor are they necessarily the best positioned
people to have conversations with regarding your child.
If you have a concern or a query regarding your child, please see the visual below.

Parent concern

Contact Classroom
Teacher

GREAT!

Outline in email to
School address

Your first port-of-call should always be the Classroom Teacher. These are the
people who work alongside your children each day, who know them best and are
best positioned to address any queries or solve any problems that your child may
be experiencing.
Compass is our preferred mode of communication. Your child’s teacher is not
available to discuss concerns after 8:45AM as our learning time has commenced
and they are then responsible for their own students. Classroom Teachers are
also often busy before school, preparing lessons, and often have to attend
meetings at the end of the school day. However, if the teacher receives a
notification via Compass that you would like to meet, then they will find a mutually
suitable time to do so.
If you are unsatisfied with the response that you get from your child’s Classroom
Teacher, then please put your concern in writing to the school’s email address
which is as follows:
pakenham.springs.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
You will then receive a phone call to follow up and address your concerns.
Office staff will be ensuring that the correct process is followed and that any phone
calls or emails are directed accordingly.
We appreciate your cooperation on this matter.
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Senior School Jewell is sharing the
learning taking place in our class…

Each newsletter we will highlight
what a class from the school has
been learning.
This week students from S38 discuss
what they have been learning.

The students in S38 have been working extremely hard throughout the term. They
wanted to share some of the learning that has taken place in Writing lessons. In
particular, they want to showcase their Writers Notebooks!!

My Writers Notebook helps
me with ideas when I am stuck
on what to write—Emily

My Writers Notebook gives
me great ideas to inspire me
with my writing—Emma

I feel great about my Writers
Notebook because it makes me feel
inspired and confident to complete
great writing pieces—Brooklen
My Writers Notebook inspires me to
write. It’s a nice place where I can
put all of my best work in—Blake

I enjoyed decorating my Writers Notebook. It has lots of Snapchat photos of
me and my friends. I like how I overlapped some of my
pictures to make it look amazing—Katie

I liked doing ‘The Best Part
About Me’ because it showed
my best features—Ben

I enjoyed decorating my Writers
Notebook because you got to be
creative. I made it personal and put
all things that I like on it—Tegan

I enjoyed decorating my Writers
Notebook. The front covers shows all
of my best friends—Harmonique

I enjoyed decorating my Writers
Notebook because it has all of my
favourite things on it—Cody

My Writers Notebook will help me out
when I am stuck for writing ideas—
Tareen

PAKENHAM SPRINGS……….a learning community

PAGE 5

Each newsletter we will highlight
what a class from the school has
been learning.
This term students from M25 have
been working on teamwork and the
Keys to Success!
discuss what they have been
learning.

M25 have been learning about forces
this term. Students completed an
experiment on Friction. We observed
how Friction helps us to open different
containers. We used waxed paper,
our hands , plastic Ziploc bags and
our hands with lotion to open a
variety of containers. We found that
having lotion on our hands made the
containers the most difficult to open.

Students
have been
sharing all
about
themselves
in the
classroom!
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At the start of the year we each created a time capsule. Our time capsule includes
information about our likes and dislikes, samples of our handwriting, our hand and foot
size, our height and our goals for the year. We also wrote a letter to our future self. This
is for us to open at the end of the year to see how we have changed and grown.

M25 have been getting to know each other
and learning to work in a team. We have
also been sharing our interests with one
another. We each completed an interest
survey to find our interests and things that we
enjoy.
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OSHClub News

Before School / After School Care Program
Program Update 09/03/2018 Pakenham Springs OSHCLUB

Hello everyone,
We have been having great fun over the weeks, with our numbers
growing. It is great having the Preps join us now on Wednesdays.
This fortnight we have been focusing on getting along and team work.
We have been doing this by having group games run by children. We
have been doing some friendship crafts as well which the children have
really enjoyed.
Some highlight activities from this fortnight have been dream catchers,
nature painting, balloon games, basketball, origami and bookmarks. We
have had so many great activities and games this last fortnight,
Over the coming weeks we will be working on creating a "Autumn
Display", and updating our birthday display.
At the moment our recycled supplies are looking low so if you have any
items such as wood, boxes , cardboard, material scraps and unwanted
clothes suitable for dress ups etc they would be greatly appreciated.
We are also always on the look out for any new ideas for afternoon tea
so if you have any family favourite recipes that you would like to share
we would love to hear from you.
Just a few reminders
Please be aware the children are required in Term 1 to wear a wide brim/
bucket or legionnaire hat to participate in outdoor play.

Please ensure that your child/children have a spare hat in their bag or
feel free to bring one to leave at the service. Please ensure that their
name is clearly marked on their hat.
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OSHClub News

Before School / After School Care Program

Please ensure that your account details are up to date. It is a requirement
that there are 3 contact details on your account in case of an
emergency. If you have changed employment, moved house or changed
phone numbers it is very important that these details are up to date to
enable us to contact you or your emergency contacts should we need to.

Where are they ????
It would also be much appreciated if your child is not going to be
attending ASC that you either cancel them on line or send a text to the
service mobile on the following number 0438 564 038.
This saves a lot of time when signing the children in the afternoon and
means that we do not have to go through the process of contacting
families or in the event of not being able to contact you, having to put our
missing child policy (contacting police) into place which we are
required to do within 30 minutes of being unable to find your child.
Cheers, Courtney, Angela and Christina
Coordinator: Courtney Dodson
Assistants: Courtney Dodson, Angela McLochlan
Program phone: 0438 564 038
OSHClub Head Office: 03 85649000
All families must be enrolled to attend the program, remember this is free
to enrol!! Please create an account online at www.oshclub.com.au - all
bookings and cancellations can also be managed via your online
account. For on the day bookings please contact the Coordinator direct
at the program.
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We are pleased to announce this year we will be running our Cross Country
carnival in conjunction with a CUA FUN Run as a major fundraiser for our
school. It will be held on Thursday 29th March (Junior levels commencing
from 9.45am) on our Community Oval. This carnival will also be a qualifying
event for our Year 4/5/6 students for District Cross Country.
Students will be encouraged to raise funds to go towards improving our
outside playground facilities. Brochures and parent information will be sent out
on Friday 9/3.
Students will be able to log their money raised online or manually in their
booklet and bring it into the office. Fundraising will be open until the 20th April
2018.
WHOLE SCHOOL EVENT
COME DRESSED IN YOUR
HOUSE COLOURS
EVERYONE PARTICIPATES FOR
HOUSE POINTS
YEAR 4/5/6 TOP 10 PLACE
GETTERS WILL QUALIFY FOR
DISTRICT CROSS COUNTRY
(THESE STUDENTS WILL
COMPETE IN THE 3 AGE
GROUP’S; 9/10 YRS, 11 YRS &
12/13 YRS)
PARENTS/CHEER SQUAD
WELCOME
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CAMPS, SPORTS AND EXCURSIONS FUND (CSEF)
FACT SHEET
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